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Lu Zuofu and the River Boats

In 1938, there was a war in China. Many people had to run away from their

homes. They went to a city called Yichang. Yichang is by the Yangtze River.

From Yichang, boats could go up the river to Chongging. Chongging was safe.
But big boats could not go up. The river was too narrow. So everyone had to

change to small boats at Yichang.

A man named Lu Zuofu had a boat company. He had only 22 boats. He had

only 40 days. After 40 days, the river would be too low. No boat could go up!

Lu Zuofu had a clever plan. He cut the long trip into three short trips. The
boats worked day and night. He asked 3,000 workers to help. He got 850

small wooden boats from the people.

In the end, the boats carried 1.5 million people and 1 million tons of things.

Everyone said, "It is a miracle!"

Lu Zuofu was clever. He was brave. And he was kind. He helped save his

country.
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Questions (ifala]—(a])

D Why did people go to Yichang?

@ Why did they change to small boats?

@ How many days did Lu Zuofu have?

@ What did Lu Zuofu do to make it faster?

(® What did everyone say at the end?
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